
Simone Buchanan and 
her Neighbours bring  
a little sunshine to 
Balinese children

Balinese orphanage packed 
with underprivileged children 
from poverty-stricken 
families is soon to discover 

it has some kind-hearted neighbours 
when actress Simone Buchanan 
delivers suitcases full of donated  
toys and clothes.

Neighbours star Simone has been 
overwhelmed by the kindness of her  
castmates. Many of them have donated 
their own family’s clothes and toys for  
the scores of disadvantaged children to 
help bring them some much-needed joy.

A PERSONAL QUEST
As New Idea reported in November,  
the 41 children at the Jodie O’Shea 
Orphanage in Denpasar have won 
Simone’s heart – she was even made 
patron after her last visit. The actress is 
dedicated to improving their young lives.

With help from her Neighbours friends 
including Stefan Dennis, Tottie Goldsmith 
and Dean Geyer, her pledge to bring 
happiness to the kids is soon to be realised 
as she prepares to send over suitcases of 
donated items that will light up their faces.

‘Several castmembers have come in 
with garbage bags full of their own clothing 
asking me to donate it to the kids,’ Simone 
says. ‘It’s amazing, and they’ve bent over 
backwards to help.’

These generous gestures have resulted 
in packed suitcases of toys and clothes. 

FROM THE HEART
‘Steve Bastoni came to the studio with  
a massive bag of his son’s toys,’ she  
says. ‘He said: “My son’s got too many  
toys – take these.” 

‘And Stefan Dennis brought bags  
of baby clothing from his sons, too. It’s  
just gorgeous and the whole cast has  
been really supportive.’
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he Geldof girls are growing up into 
beautiful women. And it seems that while 
Pixie Geldof is the model of the ‘it 
girls’family, she may soon have 

competition from her younger half-sister, Tiger Lily. 
In an interview with the Observer Newspaper, their 
sister Peaches  says that 
12-year-old Tiger Lily is “the 
best looking,” of all four Geldof 
girls.  ‘She’s going to be a 
heartbreaker because she’s so 
cute,”Peaches predicts proudly.

Tiger still lives with Bob Geldof, 
who won custody of Tiger after the 
tragedy of her parents Michael 
Hutchence and Paula Yates- also 
the mother of Fifi, 25, Peaches, 19 
and Pixie, 18. She is growing up in 
London, where Pixie and Fifi both 
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With Simone planning on visiting the 
orphanage this month, her castmates are 
keen to help. ‘Dean Geyer and Jane Hall have 
said: “We want to come over,” so hopefully we 
can get them to the orphanage,’ she says. And 
actress Michala Banas, who had a brief stint 
on Neighbours, is joining Simone on her visit.

‘I’m hoping to be able to take the children 
to the elephant safari park,’ Simone, 40, says. 

‘And I’ll hopefully take some of them to 
meet their parents. Some of the kids are in  
the orphanage because their parents can’t 
afford to have them.’

a heavy load
Fortunately, she’s convinced 
Garuda Indonesia airline to  
assist  – which is a good thing,  
as her 10-year-old son Tane  
keeps finding clothes and toys  
of his own to donate as well. 

‘He gets so much joy from 
hanging out with the kids,’ 
Simone says.  
• For more information  
on the orphanage, visit  
www.careforkidsbali.com

Simone is hoping to take 
some of her castmates to  
Bali to meet the children.

Stefan, Dean, Simone, Tottie  
and Neighbours kids Morgan 
Baker (left) and Fletcher  
O’Leary have a lot to donate.


